
Title  
Dictatorship and Revolution in Russia and the Soviet Union, 1861-
1990  

 

Focus 

 

The nature and extent of change in the nature of government, society and economy in Russia and the 

Soviet Union over the period and the relationship between government and the governed over the period. 

Course content: 

Teachers must design their 

own teaching programme 

based on these four bullet 

points 

The nature of Tsarist rule in Russia, 1861-1917. 

The structure of the Soviet system. 

The attempt to reform Stalin’s Russia to 1964. 

A comparison between dictators, Communist leaders and Tsars. 

Suggested Areas of Enquiry 

Example 1: Attempts at 

reform  

 

 

 

One of the following examples of attempts to reform Russian government and society:  

 The era of the Dumas, 1905-14.  

 The Provisional Government of 1917.  

 Khrushchev’s rejection of Stalinism, 1956-64.  

 Gorbachev’s reforms 1984-1990.  

 
 

Assignment Focus Part A  What, in your view, was the short-term impact of [the chosen example] on Russian government 

and society? 

Part B  How significant was the work of reforming leaders in changing the nature of Russian government 

and society in the years 1856-1964? 

Example 2: 

The role of individuals 

The role of one of the following individuals: Stolypin; Kerensky; Lenin; Stalin; Khrushchev; Gorbachev. 

Assignment Focus Part A What, in your view, was the short-term significance of [the chosen individual]? 

Part B How significant was the role of individuals in the making of modern Russia in the years 1856-

1964?  

Example 3: 

Key events 

 

The significance of one of the following events:  

 The Russo-Japanese war, 1904-05.  

 The outbreak of the First World War, 1914.  

 The Hungarian Revolt, 1956.  

 The fall of the Berlin Wall, 1989.  

 

. 

Assignment Focus Part A How significant were the effects of [the chosen event] on Russian government and politics at the 

time? 

Part B To what extent do you consider that [the chosen event] was a key turning-point in the 

development of modern Russia in the years 1856-1964?  
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