
SECTION A 
Choose EITHER Option 2F.1 (Question 1) OR Option 2F.2 (Question 2), for which 
you have been prepared.  
 
Option 2F.1: India, c1914–48: the road to independence  
 
Answer Question 1, parts (a) and (b).  
 
Question 1  
(a) Study Source 1 in the Sources Booklet before you answer this question.  
Why is Source 1 valuable to the historian for an enquiry about Indian attitudes to the 
British government of India during the First World War?  
Explain your answer using the source, the information given about it and your own 
knowledge of the historical context. (8)  
 
AND  
 
(b) Study Source 2 in the Sources Booklet before you answer this question.  
How much weight do you give the evidence of Source 2 for an enquiry into the British 
reaction to events at Amritsar?  
Explain your answer using the source, the information given about it and your own 
knowledge of the historical context. (12)  
(Total for Question 1 = 20 marks)  
 

SECTION B 
Answer ONE question in Section B on the option for which you have been 
prepared.  
 
Option 2F.1: India, c1914–48: the road to independence  
 
EITHER  
3 How accurate is it to say that little progress was made towards Indian independence 
in the years 1920–30?  
(Total for Question 3 = 20 marks)  
 
OR  
 
4 How accurate is it to say that the impact of British policy in India, in the years 1930–
42, was to weaken Britain’s control?  
(Total for Question 4 = 20 marks)  
 
OR  
 
5 How far was the Second World War (1939–45) responsible for the decision to grant 
independence to India in 1947?  
(Total for Question 5 = 20 marks)  
 

 
 
 



Sources for use with Section A. Answer the questions in Section A on the option for 
which you have been prepared.  
Option 2F.1: India, c1914–48: the road to independence  
Source for use with Question 1a.  
 
Source 1: From The Bengalee newspaper, published 1914. This was an English 
language newspaper that was edited by a moderate supporter of the Indian 
National Congress.  
 
Behind the ranks of one of the finest armies in the world, there stands the people of 
India. They are ready to co-operate with the British Government in the defence of 
the Empire. This means for them the complete recognition of their rights as citizens 
of the freest State in the world. We may have our differences with the British, but in 
the presence of a common enemy, be it Germany or any other Power, we sink our 
differences, we forget our little quarrels and close our ranks. We offer all that we 
possess in defence of the great Empire, to which we are all so proud to belong, and 
with which the future prosperity and advancement of our people are bound up.  

 

Source for use with Question 1b.  
Source 2: From a speech made to the House of Commons by Winston Churchill, 
8 July 1920, during the debate on the findings of the Committee of Enquiry into 
the events at Amritsar in 1919. Churchill was the Secretary of State for War and 
would later be a vocal opponent of Indian independence.  
 
‘I was confronted,’ says General Dyer, ‘by a revolutionary army’. What is the chief 
characteristic of an army? Surely it is that it is armed. This crowd was unarmed. 
These are simple tests which it is not too much to expect officers in these difficult 
situations to apply. Amritsar is an episode which appears to me to be without 
precedent or parallel in the modern history of the British Empire. It is an 
extraordinary event, a monstrous event, an event which stands in sinister isolation. 
I am told that it ‘saved India’. I do not believe it for a moment. The British power in 
India does not stand on such foundations. It stands on much stronger foundations. 
Our reign in India, or anywhere else has never stood on the basis of physical force 
alone. It would be fatal to the British Empire if we were to try to base our rule only 
upon physical force. The British way of doing things has always meant, and implied, 
close and effective co-operation with the people of the country.  

 

  



Generic Level Descriptors Section A: Questions 1a/2a  
Target: AO2: Analyse and evaluate appropriate source material, primary and/or 

contemporary to the period, within its historical context. 
Level  Mark  Descriptor  

1  1–2   
 Demonstrates surface level comprehension of the source 

material without analysis, selecting some material relevant to 

the question, but in the form of direct quotations or 

paraphrases.  

 Contextual knowledge is limited and presented as information 

rather than applied to the source material.  

 Evaluation of the source material is assertive with little if any 

substantiation. Concepts of utility may be addressed, but by 

making stereotypical judgements.  

 

2  3–5   
 Demonstrates some understanding of the source material and 

attempts analysis by selecting and summarising information 

and making undeveloped inferences relevant to the question.  

 Contextual knowledge is added to information from the source 

material to expand or confirm matters of detail.  

 Evaluation of the source material is related to the specified 

enquiry and with some substantiation for assertions of value. 

The concept of utility is addressed mainly by noting aspects of 

source provenance and may be based on questionable 

assumptions.  

 

3  6–8   
 Demonstrates understanding of the source material and shows 

some analysis by selecting key points relevant to the question, 

explaining their meaning and selecting material to support 

valid inferences.  

 Knowledge of the historical context is deployed to explain or 

support inferences, as well as to expand or confirm matters of 

detail.  

 Evaluation of the source material is related to the specified 

enquiry and based on valid criteria although justification is not 

fully substantiated. Explanation of utility takes into account 

relevant considerations such as nature or purpose of the 

source material or the position of the author.  

 

 

  



 

Section A: Questions 1b/2b  
Target: AO2: Analyse and evaluate appropriate source material, primary and/or contemporary to 
the period, within its historical context. 

Level  Mark  Descriptor  

1  1–2   Demonstrates surface level comprehension of the source 

material without analysis, selecting some material relevant to 

the question, but in the form of direct quotations or 

paraphrases.  

 Contextual knowledge is limited and presented as information 

rather than applied to the source material.  

 Evaluation of the source material is assertive with little or no 

supporting evidence. Concept of reliability may be addressed, 

but by making stereotypical judgements.  

 

2  3–5   Demonstrates some understanding of the source material and 

attempts analysis, by selecting and summarising information 

and making undeveloped inferences relevant to the question.  

 Contextual knowledge is added to information from the source 

material to expand, confirm or challenge matters of detail.  

 Evaluation of the source material is related to the specified 

enquiry but with limited support for judgement. Concept of 

reliability is addressed mainly by noting aspects of source 

provenance and judgements may be based on questionable 

assumptions.  

 

3  6–9   Demonstrates understanding of the source material and shows 

some analysis by selecting key points relevant to the 

question, explaining their meaning and selecting material to 

support valid inferences.  

 Deploys knowledge of the historical context to explain or 

support inferences as well as to expand, confirm or challenge 

matters of detail.  

 Evaluation of the source material is related to the specified 

enquiry and explanation of weight takes into account relevant 

considerations such as nature or purpose of the source 

material or the position of the author. Judgements are based 

on valid criteria, with some justification.  

 

4  10–12   Analyses the source material, interrogating the evidence to 

make reasoned inferences and to show a range of ways the 

material can be used, for example by distinguishing between 

information and claim or opinion.  

 Deploys knowledge of the historical context to illuminate 

and/or discuss the limitations of what can be gained from the 

content of the source material, displaying some understanding 

of the need to interpret source material in the context of the 

values and concerns of the society from which it is drawn.  

 Evaluation of the source material uses valid criteria which are 

justified and applied, although some of the evaluation may not 

be fully substantiated. Evaluation takes into account the 

weight the evidence will bear as part of coming to a 

judgement.  

 

 


